











Four years into the new governance
system, the Management Board, after
wide consultation, considered it
necessary to revise the Constitution and
Rules to further improve the
management of the Society.

The main changes to be presented to the
Society AGM in November this year for
approval are:

e Reducing the elected members of the
MB from 18 to 12, which was the number
most requested when the Draft
Constitution was sent for comment. This
will make the meetings more efficient and
less costly. The total number on the
Board will thus be 17 with the Chairman,
Chairman-Elect and the 3 committee
convenors.

e Reducing the minimum number of MB
meetings from 6 to 4, which experience
suggests is sufficient and can be
coordinated better with the other
Committee meetings. This will also
reduce considerably the cost of meetings.
with the full Board on e-mail, much more
is currently being done by electronic
communications and by inexpensive
conference calls rather than physically
attending meetings.

e Electing the Directors (eg Summer
School, Archivist, Youth) rather than
being MB appointments — also requested
by many who commented on the draft.

e Changing the number of delegates.
Currently a branch is entitled to one
delegate for each 50 members. The
proposal is to allow one delegate per 50
members or part thereof. The minimum of
two delegates remains. This new system
is considered to be fairer on medium-
sized branches. For example, a branch
with 140 members would now be entitled
to three delegates.

e [mproving  the  succession  of
Management Committee convenors by
instituting a convenor-elect position.

e Taking into account the new Scottish
charities legislation being introduced,
thus giving certain advantages. The
proposed revision would make it easy to
incorporate, should the Society decide to
do so later.

A complete review of the proposed
changes with explanatory notes has been
distributed to all branches and will be
posted on the Society website.

e New procedures for the positions and
appointments listed below have been
agreed. Detailed information and the
relevant application form for each are
available from HQ or from info@rscds.org.

e Revised procedures for nomination to
the list of approved teachers and
musicians for RSCDS Schools have now
come into effect.

e Revised procedures have been
approved for the appointment of Co-
ordinator of Winter School 2008 and
Depute-Directors of Summer School
2007.

e The deadline for applications for new
examiners in the UK and Europe has
passed. Applications for overseas
examiners close on 16 February 2007.

e The Committee has devised a scheme
to give teachers with the potential to be
examiners opportunities to gain
experience at Summer School — mainly
that of tutoring — which they may not be
able to do locally. The scheme, which is
similar to a scholarship-award, will come
into effect at Summer School 2007.
Candidates are required to submit
applications by 24 November, 2006.

e A questionnaire about the possibility
of running regular training courses for
tutors of examination classes other than
at Summer School, is being circulated to
branches. Responses from as many
branches as possible will be greatly
appreciated.

e The process of reviewing the new
examination system will start with an
examiners’ seminar at Summer School
2007, followed by  Society-wide
consultation with a view to implementing
any modifications early in 2008.

The Management Board has set up a
small sub-committee to answer enquiries
of a technical nature, including how to
perform specific dances. The committee
comprises three members nominated by
Education & Training (currently two of
these are examiners), and two members
nominated by Membership Services. It is
chaired by a member of the Management
Board. Questions should still be sent
initially to Headquarters, preferably by e-
mail to info@rscds.org, so that they can be
forwarded to the sub-committee

Thanks and congratulations to Linda
Gaul, the retiring Schools Director.
Welcome to John Wilkinson, her
successor as from November 2006.
Linda’s very successful three-year term of
office has seen a number of changes at
Summer School, and no doubt John will
make his mark too. He will have a
challenging first year as, due to
refurbishment works, the School will not
have access to the usual accommodation
at University Hall. We will, instead, be
based at St Salvator's Hall. Dates for
Summer School 2007 are:

Week 1 starts 22 July

Week 2 starts 29 July
Week 3 starts 5 August
Week 4 starts 12 August

Application forms will be available in
December from branch secretaries,
Headquarters, or the website.

Winter School 2006 was very successful
once again, having been co-ordinated by
Robert Mackay. His successor, Helen
Russell, is already hard at work with
preparations for Winter School 2007.

Linda Gaul and John Wilkinson

Thanks and congratulations are also due
to outgoing Youth Director, Sue Porter.
Sue has been tireless in her involvement
in many activities and events with, and
for, young people. Jayne Brown from
Dumfries takes over this November.

The Spring Fling — for everyone aged 16-
35 — continues to go from strength to
strength. A great time was had by all in
Newcastle-upon-Tyne (see page 18), and
plans are under way for the next one in
Oxford from 30 March — 1 April 2007.
Application forms will be available
shortly, and can be downloaded from the
website.

Welcome to a new branch!

Brenda Sleight,
Secretary of
The Carolinas
Branch.

Congratulations to our members in The
Carolinas Branch, covering North and
South Carolina (picture on page 17). They
had their inaugural meeting in July.



















































the members' magazine of the RSCDS

The Belfast SCD Society was created on
12th December 1938 under the tuition of
Miss Boyd. In order to become a branch,
dancers were encouraged to take the
examinations, despite the difficult war
years. Miss Milligan's biography, Dance
with Your Soul, refers to one of the early
teachers, Miss Nan Shaw, who went to
great lengths to qualify during 1940.

‘In order to visit Scotland, Miss Shaw
had to obtain a travel permit and was
obliged, for security reasons, to carry her
country dance books in an official
envelope complete with large blobs of
sealing wax. The difficult journey was
not in vain, for the examination was
successful and Miss Shaw was charged
by Miss Milligan “to go back and keep
teaching,” which, of course, she did .’

The 1946 minutes of the Belfast SCD
Society record the proposal to become a
branch. Branch status was conferred on 9
November that year. Miss Milligan came
to the first weekend school in September
1947 During the '50s and '60s she made
several return visits to examine, teach at
weekend schools and attend the Branch’s
10th Anniversary celebrations.

Belfast Branch also played its part in the
extension of Scottish dancing in NI with
Miss (Lottie) Kane taking classes in
Whitehead and Portrush, before and also
after, they too became branches.

Traditionally, dances were formal affairs
with women wearing evening gowns or
white dresses. The dancers must have
had good stamina as tickets show
dancing from 7.30 pm to 1.00 am and
include up to 24 dances! A majority of the
1960s programmes show The Eightsome
Reel as the supper dance and the final
dance of the evening was Highland
Schottische. Analysis of 47 past branch
programmes reveal Montgomeries Rant as
the most frequently included dance.

Music for classes was mainly provided by
the Misses Gertie and Marie Brady. As The
Belfast Scottish Country Dance Players, they,
accompanied by a drummer, generally
provided music for dances during the '50s
through to 1981. In 1951 the legendary
Jimmy Shand was the first Scottish Dance
Band to which members danced. From
1981 George Fleming and his band
ventured across and were for many years
the only band prepared to cross the Irish
Sea because of ‘The Troubles’. Other
bands followed in the '90s and today
bands are invited over at least once a
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year, whilst CDs and tapes are used in
classes and at social dances.

Branch membership has fluctuated over
the years. In 1947 there were 42 members.
By 1952 this had increased to 140. The
BBC’s White Heather Club had a major
influence in encouraging the growth of
Scottish dancing and throughout the '50s
and '60s and the branch grew to almost
500 members. Weekend schools were
held in both the Autumn and Spring in
the late '60s, as well as annual dances.

Belrast mempers at Ot Andiews

The onset of significant terrorist activities
in Belfast from 1969 had a major effect on
the Branch, for whilst many members
wished to continue dancing, some of the
schools where classes were held were
closed to evening use. Travelling across
Belfast was not easy though many a
checkpoint possibly appreciated the
novelty of several kilted drivers in
succession producing driving licences
from their sporrans! The size of the
branch effectively halved. Nonetheless,
dancing  continued even though
membership dropped to about 200 and
social dances were held in the city centre
in the War Memorial Hall. New classes
were extended into areas surrounding
Belfast and continue there today. By our
Golden Jubilee in 1996 the Belfast Branch
had 279 members and ran seven classes.
As the older generation of dancers retire
from dancing it has been a challenge to
attract similarly enthusiastic beginners
and branch numbers again dropped to
virtually 200, but are slowly creeping up
again. Currently, Belfast has a
membership of 248, including 24 fully
qualified teachers. Ten branch classes are
held in the Greater Belfast area.

The branch holds an annual St Andrew’s
Dance, several Fun Dances, as well as an
End of Season Dance and alternates with
Portrush Branch in organising a weekend
school each Spring. Belfast members also
enjoy going to the AGM events, taking

part in Summer School and visiting other
classes, including those in the Republic
and beyond.

As a result of the enthusiasm of a number
of members we are able to support a
children's class. During the past year
further promotion of Scottish dancing
continued with an adult beginners’ class,
attracting 24 new dancers. It is hoped
they will continue dancing. Article collated
by Pamela Emerson. Photograph of Lucy
Mulholland's children’s class.

Barcelona, capital of Catalunya, has a
population of two million. The Barcelona
group was created in December 1997. We
are a small but happy gathering of people
who dance every Monday in the Old
Town, The Ciutat Vella. We have been
‘adopted’ by a Catalan cultural society
and have the pleasure to dance in its
venue.

How this group was created is quite
funny. 1 had danced in Paris with the
‘Tartan Plaidie’ (now Paris Branch) and
when | settled in Barcelona — my home
city — | looked for a group to dance with.
There was none. In 1997 | went to St
Andrews and looked for contacts in
Spain. 1 got in touch with the Madrid
group leader Jeronimo Maeso. He simply
said, “There is no group in Barcelona?
Create it yourself!” Jeronimo and his
group came to Barcelona to help me. We
had an enormous ceilidh. I put adverts on
the internet, in Scottish pubs, folk
centres, English magazines, and people
began to come. The Madrid group gave
me books and cassettes and helped me
so much. | want to thank them all!

| immediately asked for RSCDS affiliation
and chose the name Rose of Barcelona for
two reasons: the clan Rose is almost the
only one not to have fought with its
neighbours; and the rose is our St
Valentine’s flower (Sant Jordi) even if the
clan Rose flower is rosemary! Our group
now has 20 members, mainly Catalan.
Years ago we had a visit from a Glasgow
group and [ said to ‘my’ group, “I've never
met them before, but you'll see that we
can dance together without any
problem.”

i think that not very many people here
have any idea what SCD is. Some people
from other groups wonder how it is that
the Barcelona group attracts young men
The average age is 35 and we have lots of
young men! My theory is that in Catalan
dances we have men with little skirts
jumping in the air! Gloria Rubid
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