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One may claim to determine the origin of a dance by its characteristics
as the majority of lational dances are characteristic of the manner of 1ive
ing eto, at the time of their incéption, This of course canmt epply te
rresent day dances as they are cosmopolitan,

o support this claim I shall give a few examples, the first beisg our
own Jword Dancee - Lp to about 150 years ago the majority of our ieople
lived by the sword; we had the lorder Heirers who raided the north of LG
land for cattle, in warlike attire, and at the same time the Highlanders \

‘raiding each other and also the .owlands. another axample but of & rove

poaceful nature is the .wedish dance called the 'Homespun', end if my ine
formation is cprreoct i.,e. that practically every household has & hand loom ~~
by meansg of which the iLwedish houtewife weaves & great amount of her house-
hold fadbries, it is not surprising then that a dance of this nature is yop~
ular in thet country, .ow from thesme examples one can sec how the dances
evolved,

Adopted Dances o

Yy opening statement in this lecture ;as 'One may clain to determine the
origin of & dance by its characteristics' ; well 1 wish to amend that to
read "that one ocan very near determine the country of its origin by the
characteristics of the dance” as for example- .hen X attended the Girl
Guide International Janeing Festival held in iondon in July 1933 I saw the
Belgien eam performing a dance which 1 am very sorry to say the name of oé=
which has escaped my memory, but from a desoription of the dance I think
ry point will be clearly followed,
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bells were fastened. They wore wery tall hats whioch at Tirst sppesrance =~
locked like large bouquets of white chrysanthemum but were really large
ostrich feathers, 7o ocomplete the outfit the perfor:erz carvied a basket con=
taining psper balls, The dancers moved around the stage in file, with a snake
iike movement to the accompaniment of a Tom-Tom and whistle reminding one of
snaike oharming. “he paper bdalls were thrown to the sudience., ;.ow what do we
make out of this, here we have a dance which is mainly connected with snakes
80 we decide that it caniot be a2 Belgian denc:, in fact not even a uropean
one, ' .ell the history is as follows:- .hen Belgium was part of the ipauish
Zmpire, an anmusl festival was “eld,to commemorate the conguest of .exrces -
where all the .oblemen dressed up in the Aztec costume and performed the
'walk' or dance, 1f one reads the history of the conguest of _exico by the
Spaniards it will be clearly seer that this dance is absolutely aztec, .e
read of the 'Flumed Cuard or riuzmed Serpent' we also reed of the refined
torture where a prisonsr is placed fna dark cell with a suake whose fTangs .
have already been removed, but has a bell attached to its neck, the wretch&™—
prisoner is lyiug bound awaiting the death puicture by the snaice vhich is

of course harmless, he hears this bell here and there making him more Nexrav
stricken every second until even®ually he goes off his head,

Before attending the festival 1 was informed by an . merican lady that 1
would probdbably see s very marked resemblance to .cottish lolk Daneing in some
of the ;imerican dances; 1 believe that the Virginuy Heel was one she meutionei-
unfortunately the U,S.4, dancers-were uuable to adtend, Iere again we have a
~ational dance which has been adopted, ‘his resemblance can be traced to the .
fact that after the '40 rising a great number of Jacobites were transported =~
to the Jouthern itates of ‘meric-nfto work on the cotion fields) them e part
of the British Lmpire, The Coverimters were also transported in batches so
they also would keep up the ocustims which would be handed down through the
generatiors to veme, _A\
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"\ of a traditional nature, can oy |
them may not be absolutely © soottish® as for instance, the first tinme i
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+ith reference to the rhythm or tempo of the dances, . am convinced
that this has been determined by the climsatic vonditions of the country,
as for example where the climate is ¢0ld we have a good spead such as we
for our own dances., Then as a contrsst we have the slow sleepy Zango fronm
‘Sunny cpain' where it is the custom owing to the lieat to have & mid-day
giesta usual iu hot coustries,
....«-\\‘
Grigin of the . cottish Dances
Very 1ittle authentic information is available to~day ou the origin. _
of the majority of our daunces, bl the. -Joformation given below although
~£ar from the truth. ‘urther, some of

ever saw 'Gteip the «-illow' danced was in a small -iltshire village. ihe
'Tiowers of dinburgh' and several other well kuown Scottish Country Dances
are common in the countpes of Jorthumdberland and Curberland, This m%
dus to the proximity of these counties to the Ucottish Border and aguiid
mey be due to the fact that at one time these counties along with the uco

- ¢ish Counties as far north as the Torth were at one time a country in ther-

sslves called .orthumbria, it is pousible of course that some of these
dances may have originated in the South and spread northwards end finally
disappeired from the south of “ngland the new congquerors each bringing the:
own dances with them, but that is Zoiung back too far, “he true solution is
the nearness of these counties to sootland,as I am positive that they a:re
of Leottish origino boeauso of the fact that the buio atopm and moTege
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i4th the exception of the lighland Schottische they can all be aoty

classified as 'Display Dances' « I includs the Foursoms &nd Eightsone in
this class, although both are first and foremost Community or Lall=rvoom
dances. Fossibly all the Highlund dsunces in their original form were of
simple nature but have sinoe developed into the intricate form as now

. danced by the 'Brofessionals'; by that I mean that only those who have 4 __

" @ gpeecial course ii llighland dancing can hope to perform them correctly,

"%nd only the export to do them acourately., Take as the Tirst example
thean Traabhas' {(Shabby trews or idhoddy bresks) as uew danced it is the
uht graceful of all the Highland dances besides bed:g tho acid test for
ligiland Daneing. in its oviginal form it was meant to symbolise & pro=
test toainst the banoing of the kilt by law after the '46 risiug « the
trews boing rediculed in the performance, .ith reference to the deels

‘mentiondd avove « how many of the people one sees taking part in a reel,

have even an elementsry knowledge of what they are trylug to do. 1 sdait
they are pr¥abably enjoying the.!ulvas. but Dall-roon etiguette demands
more thau that « one should be able to enjoy .neaelf without interfwrring
with the enjoyment of the other danaers in the set by bumping and lastly
"ut Bab by no means least, by Peing rude, 1 wish to stress this last poiit
«nd give 2% an oxample thc depguritment of & good Highlund dancer « he is '
grzoe ful with abandon but the ‘vendonment is of a discipliped kind, Tow
often does one see lsdies thrc jg their legs up like girls in the chorus,
an? at the same time “ttempti: o clap their hands below the leg raised
and the gentlewsn cutilaog an ¢ urd figure by trying to 1*:3tate £ angke &r’
some yuch reptile iion ,a:mg ~uagh the tfizure of ei@f - I+ 8ay g,oiw
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sHxvo' phe figure purposely, as there would be no figure if the dancurs

"able to do this part of the dance, did not kesp out of the way of these

acrobata, , A

i shall now give some poiuts of controversianl nature: ~
an official at an slimineting competition at which 1 wes present gave his
decision againet the teams who used thelr anda when dancing the reel,
i1 explanation waa thst they should not bde used a8 4t is only at Highland
Gatherings that they should be, used, Fersonally i do not agree, as I think
that it is again going too Tar by having one kind of dtandard for Hishi pd
Gatherings and suether for other occasions, +083ibly he may have méanmt Lo
di fferentiate between Country Deneing and Highland Muncing, .hilst i am _
on the subject of henda, I nay 28 well give my own personal wiews on tha”
matter and that is 'I do not agree with ladies holding their hands up ab.
ove their heads in the same masiner as the gentlemen; thazt is symdbolic of
the udtags' antlers, but shouli have them akiwmbe or holding the folds of
skirt aus for giving a eurtoysiﬁﬁqmn&o competitéws at Highland Gatherings
or such like competitions would ¢f course be expected to hold up the haeuds
for standardisation purposes aid of course they are suitably dreaa@faﬁ;ﬁh'
80, Just picture ladies with loag dreases trying to use their hands 14l
antlers, what would be the result, torn dresses or suddenly minug a fro
resultiag in a very hurried dash for the ladies cloakeryoonm,

Another point on which there seems to be e di rference of opinion is
'Hooching'! « I heard this beinyg describzd as an invention of English Of
ficers atationed at Ediaburgh Castle - why blame Army O{ficers or Goner
for this , 1 thiuk they get bdlamed for enough w. ut addang sny more,.
POYIOULTIEN THAN TO-WRPIovr ONPRpi funu le 1H Sl it ; ' i e,

' same when you attend an International Rigger Matcl if Sogilani acores, i

admit 4t not appear at first gzlance to be very digaiTied, but each of
the danoafaire iifgﬁrantly expressed, for instance in & dance of the cer-
emonial type the atmas?hare would be spoilt if the dancer hooched, but in
a dance of victory ‘uo''NO',. on

Low for a further peoint - Clappirg the hands: 1 am now/rather denger-
ous ground but 1 zm out to try to give the origin o{ everything relating
to Highland dancing. 1 take the view that it would not be out of place'far
one to :eep tinme by means of eclepping in the'leel o Tulloch' but ognr4i-o
ses any necessity for it in the other dancesf, 'y reason for seein;
jection in this dance, I hope to make clear in describing this den

Ly last pointe oynoepation of rhythm- this accentuetion of o
beats when cutiing the Tigure gf eignt, is dene to give the dence
appearance of lightness .nd cefulness, but is condemned by oth
ing incorreet &s they maintain thot the danoe;qfesuui their state
anoes « here agein I remind one that It J1s . Danee Of Joy thut is
performed and not oune of 2 ceremonial stately mature,
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