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Foreword 

Not long af ter the format ion in 1923 of the Scott ish Country Dance Society, as it 
was then known, the f irst Scott ish country dance c lasses appeared in Fife. I t was 
not until 1929 however that the Dunferml ine Branch ( then known as the Fife 
Branch) of the Scott ish Country Dance Society was formed. S ince then, dancing 
in Dunferml ine has continued to f lourish, and we are fortunate to have had so 
many dist inguished teachers and music ians, along with hard-working commit tees , 
to give us all so much p leasure over the intervening yea r s . 

I t is now 30 yea r s s ince the last Dunferml ine book of dances was re leased, so we 
are delighted to publish this collection of new dances in celebration of our Branch 's 
90th ann ive rsa ry in 2019 . Devised by Branch members and fr iends, with an 
exceptional range of original tunes, the s ix teen dances in this collection ce lebrate 
Dunferml ine's unique cha rms - both as a Branch , and indeed as Scot land's anc ient 
capital . I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone involved in the 
production of this book and its accompany ing CD - the dev isers , composers , 
teachers , mus ic ians and 90th ann ive rsa ry commit tee members , as well as the 
dancers who ass is ted in test ing the many initial contr ibutions. In part icular, we 
would like to thank Frank Thomson , who has spent much t ime arranging the 
music, and George Meikle, who kindly typeset the music for the book. 

It is with great conf idence that we progress towards our second century as a 
Branch - and with matching conf idence, we are sure that you will enjoy these ve ry 
special dances . 

Janet te MacSporran 
Honorary President 
RSCDS Dunferml ine Branch 
2018 
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T h e History of R S C D S Dunferml ine Branch 

The Fife Branch of the R S C D S was founded on 25th June 1929. I t s ear ly focus 
included providing support to those undertaking teacher training at the 
Dunferml ine Col lege of Physical Educat ion and Hygiene. As in the larger col leges 
of Edinburgh and Glasgow, the teaching of Scott ish Country Dancing was an 
important part of the curr icu lum, and it was only two yea rs af ter the Branch 's 
foundation that the f irst teaching e x a m s were held in Dunferml ine. The College 
later moved f rom Dunferml ine but the tradit ion of Scott ish Country Dancing 
remained - a l though c lasses went into abeyance when the Second World War 
began, they recommenced in October 1947, continuing in Dunferml ine eve r s ince. 

When the S t Andrews and Kirkcaldy Branches were formed in 1937 , the Fife 
Branch was renamed as Dunferml ine Branch, and it has continued to se rve the 
West Fife a rea eve r s ince. We have maintained a close relationship with our fellow 
Fife B ranches over the yea r s , hosting var ious jo int dances and fundrais ing even t s 
to support Scott ish Country Dancing in our schools. 

The f irst meet ing of the Fife Branch was chaired by the Countess of Elgin, and she 
was appointed as the f irst Honorary President of the Dunferml ine Centre. Despite 
being appointed as President of the R S C D S in November 1957, the Countess 
cont inued her invo lvement with Dunferml ine Branch for many yea r s and she 
remained Branch President until her death on 20th June 1989. 

Dunferml ine is a smal l but ve ry act ive branch, with members support ing a range 
of act iv i t ies arranged by the Royal Scott ish Country Dance Society. In 1933 , 
Dunferml ine hosted the Autumn School and Annual Genera l Meeting of the 
Scott ish Country Dance Society, attract ing over 400 at tendees at the evening 
dance. In June 1 9 6 1 , when Her Majesty the Queen vis i ted the new R S C D S 
Headquarters in Edinburgh, Dunferml ine Branch was invited to send two dancers 
to jo in in the special demonstrat ion. Th is tradit ion was continued in 2013 when a 
Dunferml ine dancer w a s involved in the presentat ion and demonstrat ion of the 
Queen's Diamond Jubi lee Dances, in a pr ivate audience for Her Majesty at 
Holyroodhouse. We are fortunate as well to have had teachers and mus ic ians 
invited to jo in the staf f of var ious Soc iety events over the yea r s , including the 
annual S u m m e r School in S t Andrews. 

The Branch has a long history of demonstrat ion dancing, including success at a 
number of fes t iva ls , participation in the Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo and trips 
abroad to places such as Wi lhe lmshaven, Ge rmany . In more recent yea r s , the 
Branch has sent t e ams to Orlova in the Czech Republic to part ic ipate in a cultural 
exchange programme, and taken part in both local events and s umme r dancing 
at the Ross Bandstand in Pr inces S t ree t Gardens, Edinburgh. 

As we look beyond our 90th ann ive rsa ry , we take great pride in the ach ievements 
of our Branch so far - but even more, we look forward to adding to our 
ach ievements in the many yea r s to come. 
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IHh: COUKIEK AWU A U V E K T I S E K , JggggO ,̂ NOVhMbLK b, 
COUNTRY DANCERŜ  CONFERENCE AT DUNFERMUNE 

The Courier and Advertiser, Monday, November 6, 1933 

Country Dancers' Conference at Dunfermline 

Four hundred Scottish country dance enthusiasts attended the Autumn School and 
Conference of the Scottish Country Dance Society at Dunfermline on Saturday. 
Photo shows the principal officials. 
Front - left to right - Miss Forgan, Ayr (secretary of the society); Mrs Stewart, Ayr 
(hon. secretary of the society); Lady Elgin (president of Dunfermline centre); Mr 
Hubert Low, Broughty Ferry (chairman of society). 
Back - left to right - Miss Drummond (principal, Dunfermline College of Hygiene); 
Mr R.T. Terris, Ayr (treasurer of the society); Lord James Stewart Murray 
(president of the society); Mrs Anstruther Gray (president of Fife branch); Miss 
Jean Milligan (principal teacher). 

A c k n o w l e d g e m e n t s 

Over the last two yea r s , many people have contributed to the deve lopment of th is 
book and CD. In part icular, R S C D S Dunferml ine Branch would like to thank: 

- The 90th Ann iversary Working Group (Al ison Aust in, Amy Drysda le , Bern ie 
Hewitt, J a m e s Laird and Linda MacDougal l) 

- Frank Thomson for his support with music and CD production 
- George Meikle, for sett ing the mus ic 
- Keith Rose, for creat ing the dance d iagrams for inclusion 
- Everyone who contributed dances and mus ic for considerat ion 
- All of those who supported dance tr ia ls and c lasses , and provided their 

feedback to help choose the dances 
- Red Barn Studios, for their ass i s tance with CD recording and cover layout 
- Margo Priestley and Andrew Nolan, for proofreading the book prior to 

publication 
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