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Some IJotes on S c o t t i s h Country Dances* 

I t i s s u r p r i s i n g how few records can he found of Country dancing 
i n sicotland hefore the end of the I V t l i centuryt indeed most of the 

" h i s t o r y " i s "legendary" before t h i s period. For example, we are t o l d 
t h a t - a r y , ,ueen of J c o t s , brought the dance"Petronella from the Court 
of Prance, but there i s no documentary evidence of t h i s . Coming from 
the French Court, so much more r e f i n e d than the S c o t t i s h one, she would 
n a t u r a l l y favour such a dainty dance, r a t h e r than the robust joyousness 
of such a dance as say the Country Bumpkin, or Cut the buclcle. 
Dancing played but a small p^vt i n the s o c i a l enjoyment at t h i s time, 

e s p e c i a l l y I n i h e townsp p a r t l y us i t was looked upon as unmoral by the 
Church, and perhaps esren more owing to the smallness of the rooms, and 
the largeness of the l a d i e * s hoaps. I n the country, however, the more 
boisterous type of dance was danced, mpstl:/ i n the open a i r • 

I t . was i n 1710 t h a t the f i r s t p u b l i c Assaably was h e l d i n Edinburgh, and 
i t was at these p u b l i c b a l l s that S o c i e t y met. Of course they were 
denounced by the Churches, but i n s p i t e of al , l they f l o u r i s h e d , and 
dancing masters did a great business^. The p r i c e of, the .ticket was two 
i s h i l l i n g s ^ and sixpence, and dancing began at 5 and went on u n t i l 10 
o r 11 oclock* The minuet and country dances wercdanced i n s t i f f n e s s and 
s t a t e . L a t e r i n the Century L i s s irick;^r Hurray, a s i s t e r of Lord I l a n s f i ^ 
h e l d absolute sway, as Lady Directrre^a^s of the Assasablies. Thertshe sat ' 
at the end of the room, wearing a ;i;old medal, the i n s i g n i a of her o f f i c e 
w h i l e at tlxe door stood Lord Kirkcu^dbright, the o l d glover, s e l l i n g 



2 

white gloves to the gentlaraen as the entered. I^ach gentleman had already 

chosen a partner, the selection heing made at some private party whwre 

a l l the l a d l e ' s fane were placed i n a cocked hat, and the owner of the fan 

picked out ̂ heoame the partner for the AsBemblyi each gentleman having a 

shrewd guess y^o the owner of the x̂ an was. Than gentlemen often carried 

one or two or n^f^n i n hin pocket for the refreshment of h i s lady, ?/ho 

sucked them during the i n t e r v a l s of the dance. Oliver Goldsmith i n 1753 

attended one of these fashionable gatheringB, and h i s description i s rathey 

amusing. He says **'^en the stranger enters the dancing room^ he sees one 

end of the room taken up by the l a d i e s , who s i t dismally i n a group by 

themselves and at the other end, stand the pensive partners that are to 

be. The l a d i i s uu^ ogle, the gimtlemen may aigh, but an embargo i e l a i d 

on pjoj close conversation. At length the lady directreas pitches on a 

gentleman and a lady to a llinuet, which they perform with a formality 

approaching to despondency. After f i v e or s i x couplea have thua walked 

the gauntlet, a l l stand up for a country d nee. 3o they dance much and 

say nothing, and t h i s concludes the Aasembly'*. 

I n 1777 the Assezablies forsook t^e High st r e e t , and met i n George 3treet 

i n the new towi, whither the tide of fashion was beginning to flow, and 

were t s t l l l continued u n t i l shortly before the 'ar. 

As to the Country Dances danced at these Assemblies i t in d i f f i c u l t to 

say, but from danoing masters H-aniials of the time stioh dances as **Hoop 

her and gird her**, 1*11 m&kQ jlou begain tc- foaiow â ê ', "the ThreE- Slisaps 

««kins" and of course the Bmaplcln anc: i.''#tronella. 

A certain number of Country dances are well known a l l over Jcotland. 3uv 



3 
dances as "Flowers of Edinburgh" Drops o' Brandy, Com Riggs, Circassian 
C i r c l e macA very popular. The Scottish Country Daance Society has already 
published over 70 dances, and there are s t i l l many more, not now danced» 
but which have been, within a generation. I n my part ®f the coun:Jrry, 
large sheep fams are niimerous. The shepherds are of a very superior 

well read tj'pe, who frequently pass t h e i f whole l i v e s i n one d i s t r i c t , 
and often foll«rlng t h e i r fathers. ?or t h i s reason ! have found that 
they can t e l l me about dances popular i n t h e i r youth, and i n t h e i r 
parents and grandparents time- Such dances as "the Rifleman" Je s s i e ' s 
Pavourite" The Duchess of Buccleuch'3 favourite" have not been danced 
for many years butjjj^are now recorded., and so preserved. 
Some Country dances, again, are of purely l o c a l interest as t h e i r names 
iiaply i "The laddies o' Dunse, The Lassies ©• Melrose, The Oxton Reel", 
These dances are apt to die out, and can only be got from old people, 

because of t h e i r l i m i t e d radius. 
Again, we have the Romantic peraod of the '45, when Edinburgh was a 
place of gaiety. We get dabces possibly of a more Highland type, and 
Jacobite names, "The miite Cockade, The Sight men of iloidart, O'er 
the water to Charlie". 
I t i s a moot point whither the pas de basque step which i s usedin 
Scottish country dancing, i s not a spread southwards of Highland c u l ­
ture, and seized upon i n a great wave of national sentiment. I t i s a 
step used i n pousetting, and my eyperienc€|ls that a l l the older dances 
the progression was maifte by r e e l of three at the sides. 
Country dancing had a r e a l hold on a l l classe of Society. I t i s 
curious to learn how the Scottish I-ercenaries of the Thirty years ^ar 
imposed n dance on Holland. Many of them married and settled down i n 

the country, and today one of the Dutch ITational dances i s the "Slcotske 
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T r i j e " , wliich afs i t s iwme implies i s of S c o t t i s h o r i g i n , and hes imtt^ 

features i n cojsmaon with cur countiy dajicing. 
I n the e a r l y days of the 19th ceiitiary, the whaling industry f lour ished 

i n Scotland. One of the hunting grounds HBB o f f Greenland. Toda '̂- the 
tvreenlanders, ^ ( j ^ are extremely fond of dancing and dance on any excuse, 
and t h e i r dances shoir a marlced S c o t t i s h i n f l u e n c e . Two of these much 
resembled the UightBone r e e l and the foursome r e e l , indeed Miss I s o h e l 
Hutchison, the noted "botanist, who on seTei 'a l ocnaBionB has T l s i t e d 

Greenland, t o l d mcj she sa\ one man cutt ing the f i g u r e e i g h t , hack to 
haclc l i k e a t r u e Highlander. The music f o r thei-je was a kind of Scotch ree 
r e e l , played on the m©lodeon* Th® Director of Gre^j^iand states that the 

dances were generally accepted as hating been taught by the whalers . 
T h i s i s p a r t i c u l a r l y i n t e r e s t i n g when one l e a r n s that t h e i r own national 
dance the "troraiaedans" i s now e x t i n c t . 

Those of you i¥ho know S c o t t i s h Country deuiceB know that the Allemande 
i s one step i n progressing. I t in I n t e r e s t i n g to note from a Border 
l a d i e s liemoirs, that t h i s was a dance done by two persons at a quiol'rer 

pace than the Minuet, a great deal of going hand i n hand and passing 
the hands over each o t h e r ' s head i n an elegant xiianner. 

How a few notes on some dances. 
The country bumpkin twas very popular i n the 18th century. I t was always 
the l a s t dance i n the prograissme. Three gentlemen stood i n a row, with 

a lady on each s i d e , one t r i o before $he other. The gentleman i n the 
middl^e'wore a h a t , there was a regular f i g u r e a f t e r the geigit̂ l:emen had c 



changed places, and had each worn the hat, the sets widened. Other 
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three gentlemen sprang forward to form^foursome r e e l s , then came the 
tug of war to see who would keep the floor longest, l l e i l Gow, the 
leader of the hand, and then so celebrated, would come to the front of 
tjie Orchestra, f i d d l e i n hand, as i f he would crush i t , so excited he 
always was, and stamping with h is feet, and c a l l i n g high, as the music 
changed from strathspey to ree l alternately. After a while the ladies 
would heckon to other ladies , aiid the gentlemen do the same,and i t 
was a r e l i e f to hear Hell Gow play his l a s t tune "Goodnight and joy 
he with you" which was the signal for hreaking up. 
The Oxton I^eel, or as I t i s sometimes called the Sixsome reel was 

peculiar to the T i l l a g e of Oxton. Unfortunately for some tiir*^ "baak 
i t was never danced, and was i n danger of "being forgotten. This dance 

was given to me by a lady i n the Oxton W#RlI. who was j?he only person 
who knei/ i t . 
The Bight Men of Moidart. ^^en Prince Charlie landed i n Scotland, he 
was met i n Moidart "by seven of his supporters. These were The Duke of 
Athol l , S i r John MacDonald, Mr Aeneas liacdonald, Kr Strickland, LIr 
Buchannan, 3 i r Thomac Sheridan, Mr 0*Sullivan and l l r K e l l y . One night 
at the farm house T/hcre they were hiding, some one proposed a Country 

Dance. ITaturally Prince Charlie was asked to talce the top, hut he wl!??h-
ed that there should he no precedence. The dance the eight men of 
Koidart. I n i t every one dances together, and i t i s only at the end of 
the dance where progression i s made that the top couple do a l i t t l e 
solo work. ^ 



T h e ^ % l t e C o c k a d e , T h i s dance i s a l s o o f J a c o M t e o r i g i n , a*id i s 

da2i,ced to f iTi o l d H i g h l a n d e i r "A H i g h l a n d l a d ray. l o v e was? Tbom** '**hen 

}^rinoQ C h a r l i e e n t e r e d :-dintyurc-h t h e r e folloT ; rod g r e a t gcenefs o f r e v e l r y . 

A t a h a l l .^iven i n t h e P a l a c e o f I l o l y r o o d h o u s a , I l r s l e c r e t a i r y li^urrssy 

p r e s e n t e d a \rhit^ c o c k a d e , t h e J a c o h i t e he^d '̂ss, t o auch gt iest a s t h e y 

e n t s r ^ d ; and f r o m t h i s i n c i d e n t t h e dcmco t s l r e s i t a i name* 

The •boim.T h r e i g t ' - l c n o t g . T h i s i s one o f t h e o l d e s t , i f n o t t h e o l d e s t 

wedding d a n c e . I t was a dance b e f o r e t h e tBort^ of t h e nnae nano m s 

w r i t t e n t o t h e t u n e o f t h e d::moe-, The leong d e n c r i h e o n coimtr^r w e d d i n g , \ 

, and a l l i t n j o l l i t i e ^ ' ^ s s i y s ^ ' t m d t h e n vro danced t h e h r e i f i t - h n o t g " S h i s J 
i s th '? f?p.n<?6 ^'**^tir>n?*^*^ 

L e n n o x l o v e t o B l a n t y r e , Theii-e i s a s tor : , ' o f h^w t h e e s t a t e o f L e t h i n g t o l 

came I n to t h e p o a ^ e s s i o n o f t h e B l a n t y r e f a m i l y w h i c h i s i n t e r e s t i n g . 

I t was i n t h e jriise^ and a t t|'fie hands o f J o h n , '>.i}re o f L s . u d e r d j a e , t h a t -

t h e honnc and l a n d s o f "^^ctht-nston uasii^od f r o m t h e K a i t l a n d e ( t h e L a u d e r -

d a l e f a i ^ i l l y name) t o th-vl^t^' i iarts o f B l a n t y r e . The s t o r y o f t h e s a l e i s 

r o m a n t i c and c r e d i t a l k i e t o . t h a ^dt o f T^ronsan, F r a n c e s T h s r e o a 3 t u a r t , a 

fmrioiw h o y d e n , I r n o ; ^ ' s « L a B e l l e J t v , a r t , was t h e d a u g h t e r o f b e l t e r 

J t u a i r t , s 3 o n ^ " " t l i e f lrs i^t l o r d c-f B l c s n t y r e , 3he m a r r i e d t h e young: and 

v 7 - a l t : : y --^:>^'^.^xeniiox, c^id a t f e r r a r d ^ "becorc l i u c h e s s o f l e n s j o x and G o r d o n . 

:5he -the h a a u t i e n o f t i e C o u r t o f C h a r l e s t h e ^-ecend. H e r 

^ ^ r t r a i t i s r s p r e s e n t e d agp ^ r r i t t c ^ i a i n t h e c o i n a g e o f t h e t i m e , l 8 X i , d e r 

d a l e and B l a a t y r e met f r e q u e n t l y i n L o n d o n . The f o r m e r tf-; .untingly o f f e r 

t o s e l l L e t h i n g t o n to t h 3 la t t (3^r, a l l e g i n g a t t h e sazne t i m e t h ^ t t h e 



Mdder was quite unahle to pay cash down. Lady I»«nnox heard of the offe 
and the taunt. She secretly instructed her father to come to terms with 
the holder and when witnesses trere present-t# '^imd him in fulfilment 

of the same • The sale was offered, fixed and sealed. lUong with cash 
paymentJ Blantyre received his daughter's love. Both were conveyed to 
haughty Lauderdale. The debt was paid with LennoxLova to Blantyre. 
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